“GOING GREEN”
WHERE DO WE START

  http://gogreeninitiative.org/content/Get Started/StepOne

Step One Build the Team

Develop a forum to “make it happen”:

1. Start an environmental club

2. Follow the charter of the school to form a club

3. Include a parent, teacher, custodian, student (s), school administrator on your team

4. Appoint a chairperson

Step Two: Set Goals/Strategy/Develop a Plan

        Goals:

  1.Demonstrating “green” projects

  2.Changing personal behavior

  3.Adoption of changed behavior (ie.school policy)

        Strategy: 

          1. What is the core mission and vision?

          2, What “green” area do you want to focus on

          Develop a Plan:

          Timeline 

-  Month by month

    -  Who does what?

    -  What information do you need?
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        Identify projects: (1-3 in a school year)

· Ones that can be sustainable (easy to maintain)

· What are the resources that you need ($, materials...

                  -  Identify types of Fundraisers
               a. T shirts  made of   recyclable   cloth 

               b. Recycling cell phones/aluminum cans,paper

-   Identify partners/sponsors (support from the community)

             -    Are they measurable and easy to implement        

Step Three: Plan to Evaluate Success

1. Measure results

2. Advertise your successes

3. Evaluate the environmental impact of activities

Step Four: Form Partnerships

        Support by the community

             -Recycling Coordinators

             - City/County Governments

             - Local businesses often support local educational activities

PROJECT IDEAS

Set up am education program for teachers and students 

· Maintenance and facility staff

· Teachers and students

· Educate about recycling 
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Set up a Recycling Program

· Implement policy to print double-side copies

· Purchase recycled-content products

· Use environmentally friendly cleaning products

· Choose EcoWise Certified Pest Management Company

· Students bought recycling bins with fundraiser money and painted them different colors and put around the school 

· EWaste program

Water Conservation 

· Check for leaks, drips, and running toilets

· Educate students and teachers about energy efficiency

· Put in a drip system for watering plants
· Local water district can do a water and irrigation audit for free
    Energy Conservation

·  Implement energy policy at school
· Set up an energy patrol (students and custodians) look at energy behavior (leaving on the lights, unused appliances plugged in...)
· Have PG&E do a walk through and do an audit of the facility 
· PG&E incentives for energy efficient upgrades
   Waste Management 
· Local waste management district can help setting up  recycling 

· Free waste self-audit
· Plant a Garden and use  composted materials
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“Go Green” Resources for Schools

1) http://www.gogreeninitiative.org/content/Getstarted/index . Comprehensive environmental program for k-12 schools helping them  set up their mission, vision and action plan. Jill Buck 925 487-0777

2) http://www.greenschools.net/7stepstoaGreenSchool.htm. Conduct a School Environmental Survey or Audit.

3) http://www.worldchanging.com/local/sanfrancisco.html
Articles on San Francisco Green Projects

4) http://www.sfenvironment.org. San Francisco Department of the Environment at 415 355-3763, contact Tamar Hurwitz. Helps schools set up composting and recycling programs. 

5) http://www.greenschools.net/7StepstoaGreenSchool.htm
Conduct a School environmental survey or audit. Students assess the level of waste at their school (energy,water etc.).  Examples of environmental surveys and audit tools can be found on resources page, under curricula. 

6) http://www.NRDC.org/greensquad/intro/about.asp
Green schools checklist for energy efficiency information.

7) http:// www.pge.com/myhome/environment 

This is a carbon footprint calculator that shows the environmental impacts of energy use. 
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8) http://earthteam.net
Educates high school students on environmental issues for environmental change agents and uses internet communication tools. This is an excellent networking resource with other organizations.  Contact (510)704-4030

Resources Continued: 

9) CD available that contains high school Energy Audits that have been collected from several sources. A PG&E representative could come to your school and do a walk through with the student and the custodian to identify some energy savings opportunities.  Contact: Pam Murray, pmw2@pge.com or 415 9072-5416. 
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